Dear Floridians,
2011 is the Year of the Student in Florida.
Reforms enacted this year reorganize schools around the success of every student in the Sunshine State. For the first time in our history, teachers and principals will be evaluated and rewarded based on the success of their students. More Florida families will have the financial freedom to choose the education that gives their child the best opportunity for success in school and beyond. More students will be able to tap into technology to learn in their own style, at their own pace, ensuring they master the knowledge and skills to succeed in college and careers.
The culture of reform in Florida is based on the simple premise that all students can learn. A dozen years of data under a system of high expectations for learning, accountability for schools and choices for families provides undeniable, empirical proof of that core belief and guiding principle. Today, Florida is advancing reforms to improve the quality of teaching and harness the power of technology to transform education.
More than a decade after the Sunshine State implemented the A+ Plan for Education, Florida is beginning the next chapter of bold, transformational reform. Thanks to the leadership and vision of Governor Rick Scott and state lawmakers, education in Florida will remain a model for the nation.
Sincerely,

Chairman
Board of Directors | |
Phil Handy Toni Jennings Susan Pareigis | John Winn Brian Yablonski Zach Zachariah |
To learn more or donate to the Foundation for Florida’s Future today, visit : www.afloridapromise.org/report
Florida’s Education Report Card
The Foundation for Florida’s Future grades legislators on their efforts to improve the quality of education in the Sunshine State. By grading lawmakers on a scale of A – F, just like students and schools, Florida’s Education Report Card gives the public a clear and comprehensive assessment of who is keeping the promise of a quality education to Sunshine State students.
Principles
The Foundation for Florida’s Future Reform Agenda is based on seven core policies:
Grading Scale | |
A+ : 101 or more | C : 70 - 79 |
Grades are based on legislators, voting records and demonstrations of leadership
2011 Reform Agenda
Legislative Priorities
The 2011 Reform Agenda for the Foundation for Florida’s Future was:
Ensuring quality teachers for all Sunshine State students (Passed)
SB 736 – With research confirming the importance of effective teaching in determining a child’s success in school, Florida has taken a bold step to brighten every student’s future. Legislation passed this year modernizes the teaching profession by ensuring a quality teacher for every student and rewarding Florida’s outstanding educators.
Highlights of the legislation:
Transforming education with technology (Passed)
HB 7197 – 21st century technology has the power to revolutionize education by customizing and personalizing courses to meet each child’s learning style and pace. This groundbreaking legislation gives every student – from rural communities to inner cities – access to quality educational content and rigorous courses tailored to meet their unique needs and interests.
Highlights of the legislation:
Empowering parents and students with more choices
A key part of Florida’s successful reform package is its strong emphasis on educational choice. The Sunshine State proudly offers its families one of the largest arrays of educational choice in the nation. By giving parents the financial freedom to select the best educational environment for their child, our state is closing the achievement gap and preparing Florida’s students for success beyond the classroom.
SB 1546 (Passed) – Since Florida’s first charter school opened in 1996, parents and students have embraced this option to choose a customized, quality public education. Today, Florida’s 400+ charter schools are working hard to prepare students with the knowledge and skills to succeed. Legislation passed this year recognizes Florida’s best charter schools and removes unnecessary barriers, allowing these top schools to meet the growing demand of parents seeking quality educational choices in public education.
Highlights of the legislation:
SB 1550 / HB 1225 – Providing the best education for every child does not mean providing the same education for every child. These bills sought to provide all parents with the financial freedom to choose the right school for their child through Education Savings Accounts.
Highlights of the legislation:
HB 1331 (Passed) – Opportunity Scholarships allow parents of students in failing public schools to attend a better performing public school of their choice. Legislation passed this year expands the definition of a “failing school” to offer more students trapped in low-performing schools with a lifeline to a quality education.
HB 1329 (Passed) – The McKay Scholarship for Students with Disabilities empowers disabled students with the opportunity to receive a quality education in the school of their choice – the school equipped to meet their needs. This year, the Legislature expanded McKay Scholarships to serve students with 504 accommodation plans.
Funding student achievement - investing in programs to incentivize and reward student learning (Passed)
The Legislature faced one of the toughest budget years in recent history. The constitutional requirement to produce a balanced budget made spending reductions necessary, yet despite this, our lawmakers continued Florida’s historic investment in proven reform programs by maintaining strong funding for high quality assessments, recognition for schools that earn good grades, reading programs, charter schools and bonuses for effective Advanced Placement teachers.
2011 Senate Report Card
Honor Roll
The Foundation for Florida’s Future honors the courageous lawmakers who demonstrate extraordinary leadership in advancing bold reforms to make education in Florida a model for the nation.
Senator JD Alexander As chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, Senator JD Alexander faced the toughest economic outlook the state has seen in recent history. Despite declining state dollars and ever-growing costs, Alexander made funding education a priority. In particular, he made funding what works in education a priority. With successful programs like School Recognition – which rewards schools for improving – on the cutting block, Alexander worked to ensure that programs that improve student learning remain a priority in Florida. |
Senator Anitere Flores As a member of the Digital Learning Council, it was no surprise that Senator Anitere Flores entered the 2011 session with a bill to expand the scope of digital learning in Florida’s education system. Spurred by the desire to provide all children with a customized education, Flores sponsored the “Digital Learning Now Act,” which will enable districts to use technology to offer rich course offerings to students across the state, provide more virtual learning options to students and breakdown unnecessary barriers that restrict digital learning in Florida. |
Senate President Mike Haridopolos Senate President Mike Haridopolos proved that he is not afraid of meaningful education reforms. Whether it was charter schools, digital learning or teacher quality, Haridopolos led the Senate in a legislative session that culminated in the most comprehensive package of education reforms in the past decade. As Senate President, Haridopolos worked to maintain education funding as a priority in one of Florida’s toughest budget years. |
Senator Gary Siplin Senator Gary Siplin proved in 2011 that education reform is a bipartisan issue – earning him his second spot on our Honor Roll. Supporting issues like teacher quality, charter schools and vouchers for disabled students, Siplin put the students of his district before his party. Thanks to his and our bold Legislature’s efforts, more of Florida’s students will receive the quality education they deserve. |
Senator John Thrasher Senator John Thrasher has been a courageous leader of education reform for over a decade. This year, inspired by a wave of education documentaries like Waiting for Superman and The Lottery, Thrasher introduced one of the most innovative charter school bills in the nation. Last year, more than 37,000 students were turned away from high-quality charter schools due to enrollment caps. Thanks to Senator Thrasher’s efforts, Florida’s best charter schools will be given more autonomy to expand to meet the growing demand for high-quality charter schools in the state. |
Senator Stephen Wise A driving force behind education reform for decades, this session Senator Wise led the Florida Senate in passing a historic bill to modernize the teaching profession in Florida. His work began well before the 2011 session started with public workshops, hearings and meetings. The bill, known as the “Student Success Act,” improves the way Florida evaluates, retains and rewards teachers across the state and was proudly the first legislation passed by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Scott. |
2011 Senate Report Card
Name | District | Score | Grade | party |
Alexander, JD | Lake Wales | 110 | A+ | R |
Altman, Thad | Melbourne | 110 | A+ | R |
Benacquisto, Lizbeth | Wellington | 110 | A+ | R |
Bennett, Mike | Bradenton | 100 | A | R |
Bogdanoff, Ellyn Setnor | Fort Lauderdale | 100 | A | R |
Braynon II, Oscar | Miami Gardens | 25 | F | D |
Bullard, Larcenia | Miami | n/a | n/a | D |
Dean, Charlie | Inverness | 88 | B | R |
Detert, Nancy | Venice | 100 | A | R |
Diaz de la Portilla, Miguel | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Dockery, Paula | Lakeland | 75 | C | R |
Evers, Greg | Crestview | 100 | A | R |
Fasano, Mike | New Port Richey | 100 | A | R |
Flores, Anitere | Miami | 115 | A+ | R |
Gaetz, Don | Destin | 100 | A | R |
Garcia, Rene | Hialeah | 100 | A | R |
Gardiner, Andy | Orlando | 100 | A | R |
Haridopolos, Mike | Melbourne | 105 | A+ | R |
Hays, Alan | Umatilla | 100 | A | R |
Hill, Tony | Jacksonville | 14 | F | D |
Jones, Dennis | Seminole | 88 | B | R |
Joyner, Arthenia | Tampa | 0 | F | D |
Latvala, Jack | St. Petersburg | 100 | A | R |
Lynn, Evelyn | Daytona | 79 | C | R |
Margolis, Gwen | Miami | 54 | F | D |
Montford, Bill | Tallahassee | 37 | F | D |
Negron, Joe | Palm City | 104 | A+ | R |
Norman, Jim | Tampa | 100 | A | R |
Oelrich, Steve | Gainesville | 88 | B | R |
Rich, Nan | Weston | 17 | F | D |
Richter, Garrett | Naples | 100 | A | R |
Ring, Jeremy | Margate | 71 | C | D |
Sachs, Maria Lorts | Delray | 14 | F | D |
Simmons, David | Altamonte Springs | 95 | A | R |
Siplin, Gary | Orlando | 93 | A | D |
Smith, Chris | Ft. Lauderdale | 25 | F | D |
Sobel, Eleanor | Hollywood | 25 | F | D |
Storms, Ronda | Valrico | 100 | A | R |
Thrasher, John | Jacksonville | 115 | A+ | R |
Wise, Stephen | Jacksonville | 120 | A+ | R |
2011 House Report Card
Honor Roll
The Foundation for Florida’s Future honors the courageous lawmakers who demonstrate extraordinary leadership in advancing bold reforms to make education in Florida a model for the nation.
Representative Leonard Bembry This session, Representative Leonard Bembry proved Florida’s students are his priority by separating from many within his party to vote for education reform. Bembry’s support for digital learning, charter schools and vouchers for students with disabilities and students in failing schools will improve education for students in his district and throughout Florida. |
Representative Michael Bileca In his first legislative session, businessman Michael Bileca decided to make education his priority, studying the issues and sponsoring two school choice bills. As sponsor of McKay Scholarship and Opportunity Scholarship expansions, Representative Bileca challenged the status quo and offered more educational choices to students with disabilities and those trapped in failing public schools. |
Speaker of the House Dean Cannon Speaker of the House Dean Cannon didn’t waste any time advancing reforms to further improve the quality of education in Florida. Cannon played an instrumental role in passing a bill to enhance and expand digital learning for Florida’s students. Also under his leadership, the Florida House passed a series of education policies ranging from teacher quality to vouchers for disabled students with no less than a supermajority voting in favor of each measure. With such strong reforms this year, we look forward to the Legislature building on these policies |
Representative Erik Fresen As chairman of the K-20 Competitiveness Committee, Representative Erik Fresen spent the months leading up to session working with the House and Senate to produce an improved version of the teacher legislation vetoed in 2010. His dedicated work helped create a bill that modernizes Florida’s teaching profession. This landmark bill was passed by a more than two-thirds vote of the House. |
Representative Kelli Stargel As chairwoman of the K-20 Innovation Committee, Representative Kelli Stargel truly lived up to the name of her committee. Two of the most innovative education bills in the past decade – relating to charter schools and digital learning – were created and passed under her leadership. Thanks to the work of Representative Stargel and her committee, more students will have access to digital learning and high-quality charter schools next year. |
2011 House Report Card
Name | District | Score | Grade | party |
Abruzzo, Joseph | Wellington | 33 | F | D |
Adkins, Janet | Fernandina Beach | 95 | A | R |
Ahern, Larry | St. Petersburg | 100 | A | R |
Albritton, Ben | Bartow | 100 | A | R |
Artiles, Frank | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Aubuchon, Gary | Cape Coral | 100 | A | R |
Baxley, Dennis | Ocala | 100 | A | R |
Bembry, Leonard | Madison | 92 | A | D |
Berman, Lori | Delray Beach | 17 | F | D |
Bernard, Mack | West Palm Beach | 29 | F | D |
Bileca, Michael | West Miami | 120 | A+ | R |
Boyd, Jim | Bradenton | 100 | A | R |
Brandes, Jeff | St. Petersburg | 102 | A+ | R |
Brodeur, Jason | Sanford | 100 | A | R |
Broxson, Doug | Gulf Breeze | 100 | A | R |
Bullard, Dwight | Miami Gardens | 0 | F | D |
Burgin, Rachel | Tampa | 100 | A | R |
Caldwell, Matt | Fort Myers | 100 | A | R |
Campbell, Daphne | Miami Shores | 20 | F | D |
Cannon, Dean | Winter Park | 105 | A+ | R |
Chestnut, Charles | Gainesville | 56 | F | D |
Clarke-Reed, Gwyndolen | Pompano Beach | 8 | F | D |
Clemens, Jeff | Lake Worth | 0 | F | D |
Coley, Marti | Marianna | 88 | B | R |
Corcoran, Richard | New Port Richey | 100 | A | R |
Costello, Fred | Deland | 100 | A | R |
Crisafulli, Steve | Merritt Island | 100 | A | R |
Cruz, Janet | Tampa | 0 | F | D |
Davis, Daniel | Jacksonville | 100 | A | R |
Diaz, Jose | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Dorworth, Chris | Heathrow | 100 | A | R |
Drake, Brad | DeFuniak Springs | 100 | A | R |
Eisnaugle, Eric | Orlando | 100 | A | R |
Ford, Clay | Pensacola | 100 | A | R |
Fresen, Erik | Miami | 115 | A+ | R |
Frishe, Jim | Belleair Bluffs | 100 | A | R |
Fullwood, Reggie | Jacksonville | 40 | F | D |
Gaetz, Matt | Fort Walton Beach | 100 | A | R |
Garcia, Luis | Miami | 33 | F | D |
Gibbons, Joe | Pembroke Park | 38 | F | D |
Glorioso, Rich | Plant City | 100 | A | R |
Gonzalez, Eddy | Hialeah Gardens | 100 | A | R |
Goodson, Tom | Titusville | 83 | B | R |
Grant, James | Tampa | 100 | A | R |
Grimsley, Denise | Sebring | 100 | A | R |
Hager, Bill | Boca Raton | 100 | A | R |
Harrell, Gayle | Port St. Lucie | 100 | A | R |
Harrison, Shawn | Temple Terrace | 100 | A | R |
Holder, Doug | Sarasota | 100 | A | R |
Hooper, Ed | Clearwater | 100 | A | R |
Horner, Mike | Kissimmee | 100 | A | R |
Hudson, Matt | Naples | 100 | A | R |
Hukill, Dorothy | New Smyrna Beach | 100 | A | R |
Ingram, Clay | Pensacola | 100 | A | R |
Jenne, Evan | Fort Lauderdale | 33 | F | D |
Jones, Mia | Jacksonville | 33 | F | D |
Julien, John Patrick | North Miami Beach | 71 | C | D |
Kiar, Marty | Parkland | 67 | D | D |
Kreegel, Paige | Punta Gorda | 100 | A | R |
Kriseman, Rick | St. Petersburg | 33 | F | D |
Legg, John | Port Richey | 100 | A | R |
Logan, Ana Rivas | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Lopez-Cantera, Carlos | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Mayfield, Debbie | Vero Beach | 100 | A | R |
McBurney, Charles | Jacksonville | 100 | A | R |
McKeel, Seth | Lakeland | 100 | A | R |
Metz, Larry | Eustis | 100 | A | R |
Moraitis, George | Fort Lauderdale | 100 | A | R |
Nehr, Peter | Tarpon Springs | 100 | A | R |
Nelson, Bryan | Apopka | 100 | A | R |
Nunez, Jeanette | Miami | 100 | A | R |
O'Toole, Marlene | The Villages | 100 | A | R |
Pafford, Mark | West Palm Beach | 0 | F | D |
Passidomo, Kathleen | Naples | 100 | A | R |
Patronis, Jimmy | Panama City | 100 | A | R |
Perman, Steven | Boca Raton | 0 | F | D |
Perry, Keith | Gainesville | 100 | A | R |
Pilon, Ray | Sarasota | 100 | A | R |
Plakon, Scott | Longwood | 110 | A+ | R |
Porter, Elizabeth | Lake City | 100 | A | R |
Porth, Ari | Coral Springs | 43 | F | D |
Precourt, Steve | Orlando | 100 | A | R |
Proctor, Bill | Saint Augustine | 100 | A | R |
Randolph, Scott | Orlando | 0 | F | D |
Ray, Lake | Jacksonville | 100 | A | R |
Reed, Betty | Tampa | 30 | F | D |
Rehwinkel Vasilinda, Michelle | Tallahassee | 40 | F | D |
Renuart, Ronald 'Doc' | Ponte Vedra Beach | 100 | A | R |
Roberson, Kenneth | Port Charlotte | 100 | A | R |
Rogers, Hazelle | Lauderhill | 0 | F | D |
Rooney, Patrick | Palm Beach Gardens | 100 | A | R |
Rouson, Darryl | St. Petersburg | 43 | F | D |
Sands, Franklin | Plantation | 38 | F | D |
Saunders, Ron | Tavernier | 75 | C | D |
Schenck, Robert | Spring Hill | 100 | A | R |
Schwartz, Elaine | Hollywood | 14 | F | D |
Slosberg, Irving | Boca Raton | 17 | F | D |
Smith, Jimmie | Lecanto | 100 | A | R |
Snyder, William | Stuart | 100 | A | R |
Soto, Darren | Orlando | 88 | B | D |
Stafford, Cynthia | Miami | 19 | F | D |
Stargel, Kelli | Lakeland | 120 | A+ | R |
Steinberg, Richard | Miami Beach | 13 | F | D |
Steube, Greg | Sarasota | 100 | A | R |
Taylor, Dwayne | Daytona Beach | 20 | F | D |
Thompson, Geraldine | Orlando | 13 | F | D |
Thurston, Perry | Fort Lauderdale | 17 | F | D |
Tobia, John | Melbourne | 100 | A | R |
Trujillo, Carlos | Miami | 100 | A | R |
Van Zant, Charles | Palatka | 100 | A | R |
Waldman, Jim | Coconut Creek | 67 | D | D |
Watson, Barbara | Miami Gardens | 8 | F | D |
Weatherford, Will W. | Wesley Chapel | 100 | A | R |
Weinstein, Michael | Orange Park | 100 | A | R |
Williams, Alan | Tallahassee | 17 | F | D |
Williams, Trudi | Fort Myers | 100 | A | R |
Wood, John | Haines City | 100 | A | R |
Workman, Ritch | Melbourne | 100 | A | R |
Young, Dana | Tampa | 100 | A | R |
Florida Education:
A Model for the Nation
In 1999, Florida began acting upon the fundamental belief that all students can learn, stopped accepting excuses for poor performance and started challenging the status quo. The Florida Formula – a system of high expectations for students, hard-edge accountability for schools and unprecedented choices for families – has transformed education in the Sunshine State. Today, more students are reading on grade level, passing rigorous college-preparatory courses and graduating from high school than a generation ago. This year, leaders and lawmakers added reforms on effective teaching and digital learning to the Florida Formula for Student Achievement.
The remarkable turnaround generated through the principles of the Florida Formula has sparked a movement of education reform across the nation.
Raising Achievements through A–F School Grading
The A–F School Grading system is the foundation of Florida’s entire reform strategy. A data fueled, transparent A–F grading system for public schools gives everyone – parents, teachers and lawmakers –
a clear picture of a school’s true state of education.
Since Florida implemented school grading in 1999, six other states have adopted A–F School Grading: | |
- Arizona - Indiana - Louisiana | - New Mexico - Utah - Oklahoma |

= Advancing A+ & Next Generation Florida Reforms
= Laws Passed
Empowering Parents with School Choice
Every child deserves a quality, customized education. Families must be empowered with the financial freedom to choose the best school for their children. Florida leads the nation in offering parents and students the broadest array of education options. These options include scholarships for students with disabilities, opportunity scholarships for students in failing schools, tax-credit scholarships for low-income students, charter schools, virtual schools and vouchers for pre-kindergarteners.
Florida’s school choice programs have inspired the adoption of similar choice programs in five other states: | |
- Georgia - Louisiana - Oklahoma | - Indiana - Arizona |
Setting High Expectations for Reading
A child’s reading ability has the power to cripple their academic performance or equip them to reach their potential. In 2003, Florida ended social promotion for third grade students with a tough-love strategy to improve literacy. Since fourth grade is the crucial period when students transition from “learning to read” to “reading to learn,” the Sunshine State’s competency-based third grade promotion policy is particularly critical. By placing an early emphasis on the significance of student literacy, teachers and parents can ensure that every student has the fundamental skills necessary for future success.
Four states have already followed Florida’s lead to prioritize reading and end social promotion in the third grade | |
- Arizona - Indiana | - Utah - Oklahoma |

To learn more or donate to the Foundation for Florida’s Future today, visit : www.afloridapromise.org/report
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